Professor Peter Simons
Peter Simons studied Mathematics and Philosophy at the University of Manchester, where he
was supervised by Wolfe Mays. There he co-founded, with Kevin Mulligan and Barry Smith, the
Seminar for Austro-German Philosophy (1975–85). After working briefly as a librarian he
became Lecturer in Philosophy at Bolton Institute of Technology (now the University of Bolton).
He then moved to Austria and lectured at the University of Salzburg from 1980-1995, gaining
his Habilitation in 1986 and becoming an Austrian citizen in 1988. Visits to the University of
California, Irvine and the University of Texas at Austin were interspersed with teaching in
Neuchâtel, Geneva, Fribourg, Berne and Innsbruck. From 1995-2009 he was Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Leeds. From 1989-2001 he worked as a consultant to the
software company Ontek Corporation.
In 2004 he was elected a Fellow of the British Academy, and in 2006 a Member of the
Academia Europaea.
Since 2009 he has held the Chair of Moral Philosophy (1837) at Trinity College Dublin,
where he is also Head of Department.
He is married with two independent children; his hobbies include walking, skiing, choral
singing (currently with the RTÉ Philharmonic) and reading ridiculously thick and heavy history
books.
Peter Simons specializes in:
•

Metaphysics and Ontology:
•

Pure (systematization, categories, nominalism, tropes, naturalism, emergence,
quantities,…),

•

Applied, to various disciplines (database design, manufacturing engineering,
enterprise design, physical geography, music,…),

•

Philosophy of Language and Logic (truthmakers, nominalist semantics, term logic,
Lesniewskian logic, categorial grammar),

•

Philosophy of Mathematics (abstraction, structuralism, numbers, sets, vectors,
geometrical algebra),

•

History of Analytic Philosophy (Bolzano, Frege, Whitehead, Russell, Wittgenstein),

•

History of Philosophy and Logic in Central Europe (Bolzano, Brentano, Frege, Meinong,
Husserl, Twardowski, Lukasiewicz, Lesniewski, Tarski).

Peter Simons is also interested in Polish logic and philosophy. He wrote two non-specialist
essays; one is about the Lvov-Warsaw School and the other is a little memoir of the Polish
philosopher J.M.Bocheński.
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More informations about Peter Simons:
http://sites.google.com/site/petermsimons/home
http://tcd.academia.edu/PeterSimons

